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ABSTRACT

Some key issues in the analysis of Chinese grammars in the past five
decades are identified and discussed from typological perspectives. They
include 1) the wordhood in [ %] and [ | ;and word formation; 2) parts
of speech; 3) syntactic pivots (topic, subject, and object); 4) active vs.
passive voice; 5) cognitive principles of word order; 6) SOV vs. SVO.
Typological characterizations of Chinese are also summarized, pointing to
the importance of understanding Chinese from perspectives of creole and
sign language. Mental lexiconof [ 7 | , [ i | and four-character idioms should
be constructed with syntactic structures for the processing of reading Chinese.
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One reviewer suggested that ‘some controversial issues in the Chinese grammar’ may be
used for this article. The suggestion has not been taken for the following reason. Controversy
arises from specific theoretical frameworks of analysis with rigorous argumentation, and
each issue would require space beyond the limit. Thus, the summary of issues in this article
is intended to be as theoretically neutral as possible, though with a general orientation of
cognitive linguistics. The reviewers have also provided the information that Wechat groups
of Chinese Linguists have identified the following 10 key issues in the study of Chinese
grammar as following: “1) [ ZENEL & M [ BB LA E B | 2) GBI . B4
A A A E R 3) T8 LAk B | AU B 4) [ 2850 7 Q]
A 2R BT B AR T AR 5) Al A AR A | ) 2B A QB R A P K S5 R 6)1E R AR
FEFN 2 55 2 R BLAVE A Rl 0 — BOrE [ 7R R AR T L SR R RE AR AL B AL
VR Q)BLRE A B A G AR PR B[R | B FE AR 9) AR I R B 2N, SOV &l 7 Al
B0 AR 10)73 55 58 R A5 179 5] 5 A v BLAS 2 J& 14 4. This article touches upon 6,
7 and 9 of the above issues only in essence. To identify the essence of all the ten issues would
require, at least, a book-length manuscript. When the author has a chance in the near future
to work out such a manuscript, he would certainly keep the 10 issues in mind.
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