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ABSTRACT

Wh-question phrases in Mandarin remain in-situ at their base position
(e.g., John bought what?). Although theoretical studies show that there is
a covert dependency between the in-situ question word/phrase and
SpecCP, little is known how this. dependency is evidenced in the
processing of Mandarin wh-in-situ questions. In addition, bare Mandarin
wh-phrases like shéi ‘who’ are different from complex ones like ndge
tongxué ‘which classmate’, as the former are known as wh-indeterminates,
on a par with indefinites (Cheng 1991), while the latter are considered on
a par with definites” (Rullmann and Beck 1998). To uncover the
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