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1. INTRODUCTION

There are many discussions of rhythm in the literature, by both
Western scholars and Chinese scholars. In the West, there is a long
tradition of discussing rhythm in music (such as Petersen 2013) and in
poetry (often in terms of meter, such as Chatman 1965, Halle and Keyser
1971, Kiparsky 1977, and Hasty 1997). In addition, rhythm has been used
to classify languages into two categories: stress-timed rhythm and syllable-
timed rhythm (such as Pike 1945 and Abercrombie 1964).

The Chinese term for rhythm is jié-zou 7i-2=, where jié ~17 means
‘section’ or ‘knot’ (as in a bamboo) and zou Z& means ‘to play’ (music).
The term is applied to both music and poetry. Indeed, poetry in Chinese is
often referred to as shi-gé hF-aKk, literally ‘poem-song’, because many
classic poems used to be songs. A well-known form of Chinese poetry is
lii-shi 1#-1F, literally ‘regulated poem’ or ‘ruled poem’, flourished in the
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