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ABSTRACT 
Thomas Francis Wade (1818–1895) and his Wade-Giles System have been 
credited with promoting the victory of Peking pronunciation as the 
standard Mandarin. However, the first Peking orthography was not 
published by him, but another British consular official, Thomas Taylor 
Meadows (1815–1868), in his book Desultory Notes (1847). In the present 
paper the content and value of this orthography are examined by comparing 
Meadows and his contemporaries’, especially Wade’s, attitudes and 
treatment towards Peking Mandarin and a uniform Chinese transcription 
system, with specific reference to the development of Peking Mandarin in 
19th century. It demonstrates that Wade adopted Meadows’s opinion on the 
significance of Peking pronunciation, and his system was also influenced 
by Meadows’s in many aspects. This study illuminates that Meadows’ 
orthography, as a first try of an exclusive transcription system for Peking 
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pronunciation, played the overture of its victory. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  
The word “Mandarin” came from the Portuguese mandarim, a 

counselor or minister of state. And then the meaning expanded to include 
the language spoken by such officials. The corresponding term in Chinese 
was Guanhua , which referred to the universal standard language or 
koine spoken by officials and educated people. 

For hundreds of years, since the Jesuit missionaries transcribed 
Chinese into roman letters in 16th century, the Nanking1 pronunciation 
(hereafter NP) had been predominant in the transcriptions of Mandarin 
(Standaert 2001, 865–866). Researches on early missionaries’ records and 
Chinese materials indicate that NP was the basis of Mandarin from the 
Ming to the beginning of Qing dynasty (Lu 1985; Coblin 2000, 537–552). 
During the Qing dynasty, the standard for Mandarin pronunciation 
gradually shifted from Nanking to Peking. 2  And as Robert Morrison 
(1782–1834) described in the 19th century, there was a competition 
between them (Coblin 2003, 353). 

The big change came with the switch from Mandarin orthographies3 
based on NP to Peking pronunciation (hereafter PP), and it was associated 
with Thomas Francis Wade (1818–1895) (Takata 2001, 141–142; 
Wilkinson 2012, 59). In 1859 British diplomat, Wade, published his first 
Peking orthography in Hsin Ching Lu (1859) and The Peking Syllabary 
(1859).4 This syllabary was subsequently revised in Yü-yen tzŭ-erh chi 
(1867), then slightly modified by Herbert Allen Giles (1845–1935) in the 
Chinese-English Dictionary (1912), becoming the famous “Wade-Giles’s 
System”.  

With reference to the immense and international influence of Wade 
and his work, Takata (2001, 142) recognized them as the starting point of 
the PP’s victory. In Coblin’s research (1997, 289–290; 2000, 541), Wade, 
Robert Thom (1807–1846), Joseph Edkins (1823–1905), and Herbert Giles 
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London: Wiley & Putnam. 
Yuanyin zhengkao  (The study of jiantuan yin). 1835. 

Sanhuaitang. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
19  (Thomas Francis Wade, 1818–1895) 

 (Wade-Giles System) 

——  (Thomas Taylor Meadows, 1815–1868)
1847 (Desultory Notes) 19
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