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Jin He (1818—-1885) and the Narrative Tradition
of Qing Poetry in the Seventeenth to Nineteenth
Centuries

Tsung-Cheng Lin

The current study examines the transformation of poetic narrative traditions in the
nineteenth century during the late Qing dynasty, as seen from innovations in subjects
and forms in the works of Jin He, which were compared to and contrasted with those by
Wu Weiye in the seventeenth century and Yuan Mei in the eighteenth century. Analyses
on Wu Weiye’s works focus on historical narrative, and the focus switches to family and
feminism in the discussion of Yuan Mei’s. The study of Jin He’s works centres on female
characterization, the use of satire, and historical writing in his narrative works.

These three poets were found to incorporate new perspectives into narrative forms,
deconstructing the existing forms and meanings in order. to-Create new meanings out of
long-standing, familiar narrative traditions. The new narrative styles were intended to
describe the historical context these three poets witnessed and experienced. Subsequently
different reading experiences were fostered within familiar felt senses. Such reading
experiences brought new sentiments, distinct-from those when reading traditional narrative
works. Common topics were described with new forms, challenging constraints placed by
the narrative tradition. Each historical period was signified with new narrative forms to
convey a shared destiny of the time.
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