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A Study of Confucius’s Views on Poetry through
the Chu Bamboo Slips from the Warring States
Period and the Analects

Yeo Song Nian®

The discovery of bamboo slips dating from the time of Warring States period has
tremendously impacted the study of Confucius’s views on poetry and Shijing. This
article involved a careful and thorough study of the arrangement of these slips as well
as the meaning of the wordings on them. It further discusses the views of Confucius on
poetry and Shijing through an analysis of these slips and an early work, the Analects.
The information on the bamboo slips provides invaluable and substantial information
on Confucius’s views on poetry. Through the analysis of both.the‘bamboo slips and the
Analects, this article provides an insightful perspective on the different types of poems in
Shijing. Tt also reviews the various academic viewpoints. onthe works in Shijing. Tt fills
an existing academic and research gap in Confucius’s views on Shijing and poetry.
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