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Sinners and the Blind:
The Symbolization of Light and Darkness in
Chinese Literature

Asami Yoji

Light and darkness have long been used as symbols in human culture, carrying with
them a variety of meanings and implications. In the literary writings of modern Chinese
scholar-officials, this symbolization took a unique form: the dichotomy between light and
darkness came to coincide with the relationship between the monarch and his ministers.
In such writings, the monarch is compared to the light, whereas the scholar-officials
themselves, whose talents were unappreciated or had fallen out of favour with the ruler,
are likened to sinners or the blind, enshrouded in darkness. The imageries of sinners and
the blind reveal a unique perception of the monarch-minister relationship among modern
Chinese scholar-officials, which served as their survival strategy to avoid conflict with the
power and safeguard their inner spiritual world. This article surveys the literary works of
the scholar-officials who employed such imageries and explores the symbolization of light
and darkness in Chinese literature.
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