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Exploring the Intertextual Organization of Ancient
Chinese Classical Texts: The Mega-Text

Scott Davis

As readers turn the pages of some of the Chinese classical texts such as Zhou yi, Analects
and Zuo zhuan, some (e.g., the present author) wonder what the unusual concrete
assemblage in itself indicates; line after line, page after page, go by, with learned exegesis,
but why is this material presented in this order and in this shape? This question may
be asked numerous times without any response (except for semi-related activities in
recension studies or other limited but dominant forms of historical chronology), since
apparently this dimension of textuality has not been favored by tradition for explication.
However, rather than resign oneself to the absence of interest in it, it is possible to focus
on the sequences such as the King Wen sequence of the Zhou yi, and attempt a structural
analysis to discover well-formed patterns that, in the interest for expressions of wisdom or
historical representation, seem to have been overlooked for millennia; moreover, having
formed the hypothesis of design (the texts were designed by some procedure and with
some identifiable aims), and demonstrated the operation of very sophisticated modeling
strategies, it is further possible to bring in other texts that rather clearly have used the
King Wen sequence as a template, to both confirm the correctness of the first analysis, but
also to extend it and to demonstrate a mega-text that has been as if embalmed in amber for
millennia, the understanding of which, it is claimed, can help in locating and explicating
various textual items in terms of their position and siting in the overall assemblage. One
extracts the years recorded in the Zuo zhuan covering the lifespan of Confucius, and
also forms a matrix deployment of the Analects to demonstrate a periodicity of 64 in the
passages. This paper presents, in brief note form, an outline of the results of working
according to this hypothesis and with this technique, strongly suggesting that the three
texts do form a coordinated mega-text.
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