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Patching the Sky:
A Study of Qing Loyalists’ Poetry on the Painting
Emperor Suzong at Lingwu

Chen Chien-Ming*

On the Lunar New Year’s Day in 1917, Qing loyalist Shen Zengzhi invited his
friends to appreciate the antique painting, Emperor Suzong in Lingwu, which he had just
acquired, and to inscribe it with poems. During that time, Shen and the Qing loyalists
were engaged in the Manchu Restoration. Lingwu is the place where Emperor Suzong of
the Tang dynasty launched his first counterattack against the rebels; therefore, the painting
was considered a good omen. However, Suzong ascended the throne in Lingwu, usurping
his father’s authority. Some ethical crises resulted from this power shift.

Entering the modern era, the Chinese people was experiencing drastic changes: the
monarchical system was overthrown, and the Confucian “five bonds”—which involved
the five principle familial and social relations—fell apart. In the poems and inscriptions
mentioned above, the Qing loyalists tried to interweave the Tang history with the reality
of their times, combining the classical and contemporary to bring order out of chaos. This
study begins with a close, intensive reading of the texts, moves on to explore these poets’
realistic concerns, and finally presents a new view on their works.
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