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Cross-Cultural Subjectivity and Expression in
Sinitic Poetry/Kanshi: The Case of Hashimoto
Yoto (1844—-1884)

Xiaorong Li ’

Hashimoto Yoto (1844—1884) was active in Meiji Japan and well versed in Sinitic or
Chinese-style poetry (kanshi). Through an examination of his collection, Yoto shisho (Poems
Recorded by Yoto) within his literary community and in the larger context of the literary
Sinitic sphere in early modern East Asia, this essay demonstrates how a Japanese native
well trained in literary Sinitic like Hashimoto was able to craft a poetic space across
national and temporal boundaries and establish a cross-cultural subjectivity through his
literary practice.
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