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From Baoluntang ji and Shuihu yezi to the
“Redology” of the Zhou Brothers

Chan Shing Cheong*

This paper continues to take Hongloumeng as an obscure Daoist text. It first argues that
the tribute words for Shi Jin, nicknamed “Nine-Tattoo Dragon,” in Chen Hongshou’s
Shuihu yezi should be read together with Han Kuang’s behaviour in his prosecution of the
Wei Zhongxian clique in Donglin dianjiang lu. The publication of Shuihu yezi should have
come after the fall of the Southern Ming, as evidence from its mention in Zhang Dai’s
“Shuihu yezi yuanqi.” When Madam Wang compared Jia Baoyu to the Demon King of
Chaos in Honglongmeng (Chapter 3), it was actually hinting at Xiong Mingyu in Donglin
dianjiang lu, as the characters A& and %[ are homophones in some way, thus referring to
the Ming dynasty.

Lu Xun, in his “A Q zhengzhuan” (True story of Ah Q), ingeniously borrowed
the verse on Yingchun from the “Twelve Beauties of Jinling, Main Register” (in
Hongloumeng) to reveal “Sun Zhongshan” (i.e., Sun Yat-sen) as the mastermind behind
the assassination of Tao Chengzhang, leader of the Restoration Society (Guangfuhui),
in 1912. A subsequent story of Lu Xun’s, “Tu he mao” (Some rabbits and a cat), has
a title that is based on Chen Hongshou’s “Shu baotu huamao” collected in Baoluntang
ji. The story mentions Jin Guliang’s Wu shuang pu and Jin’s woodcut prints follow the
style of Chen’s Shuihu yezi. Donglin dianjiang lu is referred to in Wen Bing’s Xianbo
zhishi, whose preface laid the blame for the fall of the Ming squarely on the scholar-
officials’ servility towards Wei Zhongxian. Jia Baoyu’s contempt of the status-chasing
scholars might have come from the same vein. The hidden links to Hongloumeng and
Chen Hongshou in Lu Xun’s stories have been suggested in Zhou Zuoren’s “Kucha’an
dayoushi” (Limericks from the Bitter Tea Studio).
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lun) “Shuihu yezi yuanqi Thus regarded the dignity of the Han officials (Fu du
Han guan weiyi) Shikui shu Xianbo zhishi Donglin dianjiang lu Demon King of
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