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A New Study on Daguan Yuan and Royal Gardens:
With a Focus on Chengde Imperial Mountain Resort

(Abstract)

OU Li-chuan

As an important stage for the narrative of The Dream of the Red Chamber, Daguan
Yuan (Grand View Garden) is an artistic space that Cao Xueqin has taken great care to
create. Previous studies of it focused mainly on its'location and landscape restoration,
while some also discussed its ideological or cultural implications, or the literary
significance of the construction of the garden in the narrative. Among the various
claims concerning its real-world inspirations, the most credible is the perspective
of the Grand View Garden as an amalgamation of royal gardens. While it is indeed
a fictional garden on paper, its nature as a royal garden can help inform its scale,
layout, architectural landscape, and symbolic meanings.

However, this point of view has not yet received enough scholarly attention. This
paper demonstrates that the Chengde Imperial Mountain Resort is one of the models
for the creation of the Grand View Garden, which serves as an important basis for
the understanding the sources of inspiration for 7he Dream of the Red Chamber, with
various elements that attest to the Grand View Garden’s borrowing from royal gardens.
The article delineates the features of royal gardens in the fictionally conceived Grand

View Garden, with the aim of providing a better-rounded view towards understanding
the objectives of the Dream of the Red Chamber.
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