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New Changes in Popular Literature:
A Discussion on the Transmission and Reception of
the Story of “Shuang Jian and Su Xiaoqing”
during the Song, Jin, and Yuan Dynasties

(Abstract)

CHEN Tianjun

The story of Shuang Jian and Su Xiaoging became popular during the Song, Jurchen
Jin, and Yuan dynasties, ranking alongside the stories of the “Western Chamber” and
the “Emperor Ming and his concubine.” The story circulates in the genres of poetry,
huaben fiction, novels, and various musical forms, as both refined literature by the
cultural elites and popular literature for the masses. In terms of the plot, the many
versions of the Shuang Jian and Su Xiaoqing story encompass multiple narrative
systems, catering to different creative contexts, aesthetic inclinations, and tastes.
As for character portrayal, that of the female protagonist, Su Xiaoqing, offers a new
perspective for understanding the aesthetic orientations of Yuan literati. The story
has continued to evolve through references by different playwrights, showcasing its

potential for retelling, in the later reception.

Keywords: Shuang Jian and Su Xiaoqing sangu  Southern Drama  zaju

database of popular literature





