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The Local Consciousness and the “ Su Shi Sentiment”
in Jiang Fengchen’s Poetry

(Abstract)

KONG Hiu-Fai

The relationship between geography and literature has received increasing attention
since the recent times. Thanks to the unique geographical and cultural characters of
the Lingnan region, its poetry has developed its own distinctive content and style.
Poetry of the modern Lingnan poet, Jiang Fengchen, is a typical example of this
phenomenon. Jiang’s The Posthumous Collection of Jiang Xiaotong (Jian Xiaotong
y#ji), with its limited circulation, has received little scholarly attention. This study,
based on an analysis of The Posthumous Collection, examines these poems, with regard
to the Lingnan “literary landscapes” depicted. From the perspective of “cultural
geography,” it explores how Jiang utilized the abundant cultural and literary resources
penned by Su Shi from the latter’s time in Lingnan, in order to showcase the unique
customs, sentiments, and natural environment of the region. Through the theory of
“intertextuality,” this paper analyzes the relationship between Jiang’s work and Su
Shi’s poems during his sojourn in Huizhou. Comparing the literary landscapes in
Jiang’s poetry and those in Su Shi’s poetry, this paper further elaborates how Jiang had

carried on the spirit of Su Shi in praise of the beauty of his homeland.
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