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Exploring Zheng Xuan’s Commentary on
“A Ceremonial Hemp Cap” in the Analects:
A Ritual and Documentary Perspective

(Abstract)
HSU Tzu-pin

Zheng Xuan’s commentary on the passage, “A Ceremonial Hemp Cap” (Mamian) in
the Analects is unique in its full preservation of recently recovered Tang manuscripts.
This allows for a comprehensive examination of the theoretical and methodological
characteristics in Zheng Xuan’s commentaries on the Analects, which demonstrates his
ritual scholarship and its application. This paper explores how Confucius performed
worships at ancestral temples, as he assisted the Lord of Lu in it, specifically his views
regarding the choices between a ceremonial hemp cap and a linen one and between
bowing below and above. Zheng Xuan’s interpretation of the passage, as a full
presentation of the ceremony, reading “ministries assisting their lord in worshipping the
ancestors” as a link, sets it apart from interpretations by other Chinese commentators
and sinologists. This paper provides ritual and documentary evidence to offer new

insights into the original texts.
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