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Revisiting the Origins of Sino-French Contact and
Its Potential Challenge to the Qing Government’s
Canton System

(Abstract)
CHOU Ying Ching

This paper delves into the origins of Sino-French trade in the late seventeenth
century, which was a result of the purported gift exchange between the Kangxi
Emperor (r. 1662-1722) and Louis XIV (r. 1643-1715). The author argues that
the exchange was just a false impression manipulated by the eminent French Jesuit
Joachim Bouvet (1656-1730). This manipulation led to the very first French
commercial voyage of L’Ampbhitrite to China in 1698, which defied the Qing
Court’s Canton system. Its entire context is characterized by the intense competition
between various parties, including the French court, European missionaries, the
Qing court, and high-ranking Canton officials, each pursuing their own interests.
The Canton trade has been a significant topic in the study of Sino-Western
contacts during the early modern period, with the East India Company (EIC) and
United East India Company (VOC) dominating the discussion. Although it is no
exaggeration to say that France drove and led the wave of chinoiserie in the West,
its role has often been omitted from this discussion due to its rather restricted
trade with China and East Asia. By studying the context of the premier voyage of
L’Amphitrite, this paper reveals that France developed its own unique approach to play

an active and essential role in the Canton trade.

Keywords: LAmpbhitrite Joachim Bouvet Sino-French trade the Canton system





