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The Establishment and Adjustment of Native
Chieftain System in Lipu County of Guangxi under
the “Gutian Model” in the Late Ming Dynasty

(Abstract)

REN Jianmin

The “Gutian model” formed in Guangxi after the “Gutian expedition” in 1571 was the
core of the policy governing the “internal frontiers” in the late Ming dynasty. In 1572,
two new Native Chieftain (7% Xunjiansi T 3% &]) units were established in Lipu
county, Pingle prefecture, Guangxi, which were important applications of the “Gutian
model” and provided an opportunity for a comparison between the establishment
and adjustment of two types of Native Chieftain structures. Qi Kai, the Chieftain of
Zhongdong, was originally from Shanyin county of Zhejiang; as a newcomer to Lipu,
he was in short of local support. His troops, thus, were mainly of the indigenous Be:
Zhuang It minority origin. He was regarded as a threat at a very early stage by
Guo Yingping, the Grand Coordinator of Guangxi. Their conflicts eventually led
to Qi Kai’s rebellion in 1584, which subsequently resulted in the imperial court’s
revised policy over the Native Chieftain system. In 1587, the Chieftain troops were
turned into civilian forces, and the Chieftains were accorded the power to govern
the local civil administration. Qin Wenju, the Chieftain of Xiadong, originally from
Yishan county of Guangxi, led an army of mainly indigenous Lang troops (Langbing
JRIE) from western Guangxi. For a long time, these troops had been an important
force for the local government to control the indigenous Yao Zhuang %% peoples
in Lipu. When the Chieftain system was repealed in the 1640s, all the fortresses and
subordinates under the Chieftains were reassigned under the domestic registration. As
a consequence, the land cultivated for military purpose also diminished significantly.
In order to strengthen his regional power, Chieftain Qin recreated the narrative of
the relevant historical memories, such as those regarding the suppression of the three
Dong lli tribes, the story of Chieftain Qin Wenju, and the reassignment of soldiers
into civilian service, based on the new form of lineage formation in the Qing dynasty,

so as to adapt to the general ideology of the local society.
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