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Transcending Regional Boundaries:
Poetic Connection between Nanyang and Lingnan

(Abstract)

LAM Lap

From the late nineteenth to early twentieth century, the connection between
Nanyang and Lingnan was constructed in many dimensions, among which
poetry writing played a significant part in the literary domain. Using colonial
Singapore and classical-style poetry as examples, this paper studies the poetic
connection between Nanyang and Lingnan and.the factors that contributed to
their transregional interaction. Examining the shared poetic attributes and the
correspondences between poets of the two regions, the author suggests that for
Nanyang literati, connections with the homeland or the “original centre” have
different implications, be they literary, political, or cultural. The information
provided offers an alternative viewpoint for the studies of Lingnan culture and
its relationship with overseas Chinese communities, and shows us how Nanyang
Chinese transcended regional and dialect differences in constructing their cultural
networks with their compatriots in China.
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