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The Timely Manner of Confucius and the
Personality Symbolism of Birds and Beasts:
A New Interpretation of Analects 10.27

(Abstract)

Wu Zhu

Analects 10.27 is obscure and has been very problematic for interpreters. This paper
holds that the keyword in the text is shi [ (lit. timeliness). The<superficial meaning
is that the pheasant behaves in a timely manner, and the deep meaning is that a
gentleman has principles about when to stay or quit. The-importance of behaving
appropriately is embodied in Confucian rituals and the“philosophy of Yi. In Confu-
cianism, pheasants were endowed with the spiritual .qualities of honesty and nobility,
and birds and beasts were considered to have personality traits of seeking the good
and avoiding the evil. So their images bear theymoral significance of shi. There is
a close logical relationship among the pheasant, ski, and the gentlemanly character.
The main purpose of the text is to present a gentleman’s personality advocated by
Confucius by describing the habits ofpheasants, so the views of Song scholars on this
subject are correct.
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