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Secret Knowledge in Public: A Preliminary
Study of the Kongtong wenda in Cross-Strait
Daoist Magazines

Yeh Tsungpei

Abstract

The Kongtong wenda WEIRR’Z has long been regarded as a work authored
by the 54th Heavenly Master Zhang Jizong (GR#E5E, 1666-1715),
and has been used to demonstrate his authority and the transmission of
foundational Daoist teachings. This ‘article examines the two versions
published in Daoxue zazhi 25 and Shanghai Daojiao IFEZ
and undertakes a philological comparison and textual analysis to reveal
the mechanisms of its compilation and the sources of knowledge. The
Kongtong wenda was transformed from a secretly circulated manuscript
into a text published for a general readership, reflecting the contemporary
process of Daoist knowledge reformulation. This study indicates that
the Kongtong wenda draws upon sources such as Longhushan zhi
BERILEE and Han Tianshi shijia EXFAGS, as well as Daoist ritual
and liturgical knowledge, demonstrating its role as a form of doctrinal
construction that integrates public and esoteric knowledge. The sources
upon which it is based were formed during the Yongzheng (1723-
1735) to Qianlong (1736-17935) reigns, suggesting that Zhang Jizong
was not the author but rather a figure through whom the knowledge
was transmitted from Longhushan judges to local Daoist master-
disciple communities, derived from excerpted texts and inherited
knowledge. The question-and-answer format centers on Zhang Tianshi
JR K Hfi, encompassing various aspects including the Heavenly Master
lineage, the sacred landscape of Longhushan, and Daoist rituals, while also
reflecting developments from the Qing dynasty onward.

Keywords: Kongtong wenda, Zhang Jizong, Longhushan, Secret Knowledge,
Daoist magazines





