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The Compilation Models and Early Circulation
of Yuding jinke jiyao and Yuzbun lunke jiyao

Ye Yuan

Abstract

Yuding jinke jiyao (Essentials of the Golden Precepts Determined by the Jade
Emperor) and Yuzhun lunke jiyao (Essentials of the Reincarnation Precepts
Authorized by the Jade Emperor) were two multivolume compilations
of spirit-writings composed initially in Liling, Hunan, in 1858 and 1877
respectively. The two compilations are anchored by the so-called Eight
Virtues, which refer to eight Confucian moral principles: xiao (filial piety), i
(fidelity), zhong (loyalty), xin (honesty), li (propriety), yi (righteousness), lian
(incorruptibility), and chi (introspection). The historical significance of the
two compilations has been recognized academically, but there is still a lack
of discussion on them, especially regarding the process of its compilation,
publication, and early circulation. This paper examines the compilers in
their social context with the help of family genealogies and local gazetteers.
Yuding jinke jiyao-was compiled in 1858 by the Tan clan from the Leiguqgiao
15 554G area of northern Liling B&F%; Yuzhun lunke jiyao was completed in
1868 by Wang Qitang T R, but was neither properly edited nor published
until 1877 under the charge of Liu Kailian | from the Qingshuijiang
{H 7KL area of southern Liling. The compilers of these two books were
Confucian grassroots literati active in the local society. In the later versions
reprinted in the Republican period by Tongshanshe [f]#4t , the compilers’
information has been entirely deleted. This paper focuses on these two
grassroots compilers from Liling and summarizes two models of compilation
of spirit-writings—“intra-clan” and “inter-clan”—as in the cases of Yuding
jinke jiyao and Yuzhun lunke jiyao respectively. This paper also explores the
reasons for which the compilers became obscured.
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