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Shao Zhilin 2¢& # (1748-1810), a Religious
Life: Spirit-Writing, Charity, and Rituals in
Mid-Qing Jiangnan

Vincent Goossaert

Abstract

This article delves into the life and contributions of Shao Zhilin HBzEHE,
a notable figure of the late eighteenth century, primarily recognized for
his role as the compiler of the Liizu quanshu #1423, published in 1775.
Through an extensive examination of local historical sources, this study
aims to reconstruct the intricate networks in which Shao was deeply
embedded, encompassing spirit-writing practices, religious publishing,
and other Daoist ritual activities. By exploring the interactions among
Shao, his family, and his friends, the article highlights the socio-religious
dynamics of mid-Qing Jiangnan, a region rich in cultural and spiritual
traditions. Additionally, it seeks to illuminate how Shao’s work not only
reflects the spiritual landscape of his time but also contributes to our
understanding of the broader historical context of Daoist practices and
community engagement during this period and the various roles and skills
that religious institutions and projects relied on. Ultimately, this analysis
reveals the significant impact of Shao Zhilin on the religious and cultural
establishment of his era.
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