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A Textual Research on Compilation
and Edition of Zhong-Lii chuandao ji:
Chuandao pian in Daoshu

Hao Zhongning

Abstract

The Southern Song dynasty saw the completion of the Zhong-Lii chuandao
ji $EAMHBELE, a significant text on Daoist”inner alchemy. Regarding its
compilation, bibliography, and editions, ‘there are still some unanswered
questions. In addition to being closely tied to Daoist priests, literati, and
scholar-officials in the Southern Song dynasty, the compilation of this text is
also related to the identity of Shi Jianwu JifiJ§ &. The identity of immortal Shi
Jianwu, as the transmitter of the Chuandao ji and a disciple of Lii Yan {5,
was constructed after this text was compiled. Additionally, there were probably
many editions of the Zhong-Lii chuandao ji during the Southern Song dynasty,
as seen from the discrepancies in the book’s entries in various bibliographical
records of the time. This article aims to deal with: (1) the historical context of
the compilation of the Zhong-Lii chuandao ji, thus showing that the tradition
of the Daoist text transmission between Zhong and Lii was the foundation for
both the compilation of the Chuandao ji and the construction of Shi Jianwu’s
“text transmitter” identity; (2) the evolution of Chuandao ji’s editions and its
entries in bibliographical records from the Southern Song to the Ming and
Qing dynasties, which indicates the existence of various unofficial editions
of this Daoist text since the Southern Song dynasty; and (3) the fact that the
Zhong-Lii chuandao ji in the Xiuzhen shishu EE 12 of the Ming-dynasty
Daozang 783 appears to have been reedited and expanded during the Jin and
Yuan dynasties. In comparison, the Chuandao pian #3E5&, collected in Zeng
Zao’s Wi Daoshu 7E1#, is an older edition.
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