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The Meaning, Origin, and Function of Daoist
Huashi in Ming—Qing Ordination Rituals,
with Discussions on Related Buddhist Topics

Hsieh Tsung-hui

Abstract

This paper mainly clarifies the meaning, identity, category, and
characteristics of Huashi ft+: in Daoism and Buddhism. By discussing
the ritual manuscripts of the Ming-Qing Daoist altars, it also reveals the
competency and Daofa &% tradition of Huashi in Zhengyi 1IE.— scriptures
and registers. This article consists of seven sections, including preface and
conclusion. In the second section, Doaist Huashi was mentioned in the
articles of Liu Yongguang 8 H% in the early Southern Song Dynasty. It
showed that there were ‘Daoist priests who were assigned to encourage
disciples for donation ‘by giving them scriptures and registers in the
Shangqing Zhengyi-Heavenly Master mansion on Mount Longhu #EfE11I
(_ BV IE—) KHJF . These Huashi were specialized in the scriptures and
registers. The original meaning and institutional responsibilities of Huashi
were recorded on the inscriptions in the Northern Song. By analyzing
the meaning of Buddhist Huashi in the third and fourth sections, the
original meaning of Huashi in Daoism and Buddhism is found to be a
transformation from the term quanbuazbu #)ft £ (fundraiser), which was
used in the Buddhistic scriptures and relief inscription in early medieval
China. Meanwhile, analyzing the fundraisers’ rules in the Buddhist
precepts helps readers to understand the competency of Huashi. In the
fifth and sixth sections, the existing ritual transcripts found from Ming—
Qing local Daoist altars are discussed. Ritual transcripts recorded the way
called Daixiang yuankou 73N by Huashi. Some Huashi directly gave
ordinations to disciples. Some of the ritual transcripts specially recorded
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that disciples who went to the Heavenly Master mansion (Tianshi fu X
FilifF ) by following Huashi to plead for registers or seek route guidance.
These precious records include a list of names of the judges, Huashi,
scriptures, and registers in the Heavenly Master mansion; such records
also demonstrate the Daofa tradition that disciples inquired about different
types of Daoist registers from Huashi and invited the local eminent masters
for preaching after they had got the registers back home. This article offers
valuable historical materials for exploring the history of Ming-Qing Daoist
ordination rituals.

Keywords: Huashi, ordination, Mount Longhu, fundraiser, Zhengyi scriptures
and registers





