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The Liberation from Secular Mortality through
the Wheel of the Law: The Theology of the
Transcendent Duke’s System of Numinous
Treasure Scriptures and the Transformation

of Daoism in the Jin and Song Dynasties

Chang Chao-jan

Abstract

Recent studies have shown that the Eastern Jin and Southern dynasties
were a time when the organizational form of the Daoism underwent
a great transformation. As a religious organization rooted in village
society that modeled itself on worldly systems of bureaucracy, household
registration, taxes and levies, the so-called libationer (jijiu 23/ ) system of
“leading households and ‘governing the people” (linghu zhimin S0P IER)
was challenged to a'certain degree. During the Wei-Jin period, there was a
loss of effective leadership from the core management of the organization.
In such circumstances, libationers in various areas either continued the
practice of old systems or absorbed local traditions, thus creating mixed
and inconsistent theological beliefs which led the religious lives of the Dao
believers and helped them to pursue the religious goal of crossing over
to an age of Great Peace (Taiping A°F) from the end-time (moshi K i).
During the late Jin and early Liu Song #|& Dynasty, as the state control
over the Daoism gradually grew stronger, the criticism for libationer
system was persistent and become even more serious. A new organizational
form that inherited monastic traditions and scholastic traditions gradually
developed. In the end, this system of Daoist monasteries (Daoguan ##]),
which garnered support from benefactors and allowed followers to live
and pursue cultivation within the monasteries, replaced the libationer
system.
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A trend of thought driving this transformation arose in the Jiangnan
7L area during the late Eastern Jin dynasty. The Transcendent Duke’s
(Xiangong flIA) (Ge Xuan # %) system of Numinous Treasure (Lingbao
%) scriptures compiled by Lu Xiujing FE/E#F and other contemporary
scholars was especially crucial amidst this trend. This paper will re-
examine this collection of Lingbao scriptures in this context and analyze
how they offered a new mode or process of cultivating the Dao with
Ge as the ideal. The scriptures set out different stages of cultivation to
accommodate Daoist believers at different stages of cultivation and from
different schools, and even made possible the emergence of believers in
new forms, based on which it pointed out respective roles that each should
play within the newly established system. This new mode of cultivating
the Dao was a theological system that gave precedence to the Wheel
of the Law (Falun #£%%) and was structured around several sets of key
principles—previous lives (sushi f51it) and original deeds (benxing A17);
vows (yuannian FE7%) and virtuous merit (shangong #%3); worthies
(xianzhe B#) and Daoist priests. It can be‘said that the Lingbao theology
found in the Transcendent Duke’s new system of scriptures was an
important ideological trend that drove the transformation of the Daoist
system in the early medieval period and ultimately shaped the new features
of the Daoism that has persisted-until today.

Keywords: Lingbao, Transcendent Duke (Xiangong), Wheel of the Law
(Falun), transmigration (lunzhuan), vows (yuannian), worthies
(xianzhe)





