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Reinvestigation on the Written Date and
Author of Wudou jing
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Abstract

The Scriptures of Five Dippers (Wudou jing TL3}-%8) are the core scriptures
of Daoist star beliefs, which generally refer to the following five: Taishang
xuanling beidou benming yansheng zhenjing, KN b Z &AL AR Al £ HAR |
Taishang shuo nandou liusi yanshou duren miaojing K b3l N w35
W& | Taishang shuo dongdou zhusuan huming miaojing K _FRiH 3|
THEHEMIWES | Taishang shuo xidou-jiming hushen miaojing K i 73}
TCAHE SR | and Taishang shuo zhongdou dakui baoming miaojing K
R SRR AT 48 . However, academics have paid so little attention
to them. And scholars are even still holding different views and have not
reached an agreement on the exact time that these scriptures were written.
Through the records from Zhenwu lingying dajiaoyi B % K EEMR in the
Daomen kefan daquan ji #E IR K 2245, this essay explores how the myth
of “Laojum’s %7 revelation” propagated by Wudou jing was received in
history, as well as the citations of Wudou jing, then points out that Wudou
jing were probably written between the eighth year of the Dazhong Xiangfu
KA period (1015) and the seventh year of Xi'ning % period (1074),
or-even between the fourth year of the Zhiping iG°F- period (1067) and
the seventh year of Xi’ning period in the Northern Song Dynasty. Based
on the above argument, this essay further investigates the belief features
of the local Daoist groups of Yujii Abbey E£/J&#l in Chengdu W#R during
the Tang and Song dynasties and the background during the composition
of Wudou jing, with the conclusion that the authors of Wudou jing were
probably Daoist priests of Yujii Abbey, represented by Li Chuiying.
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