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Abstract

Research on China-ASEAN relations o�en focuses on macro strategies 
or speci�c areas of cooperation, while overlooking the mechanisms for 
designing and implementing China’s Southeast Asia policy. In fact, 
Chinese scholars specializing in Southeast Asia have established a 
strong knowledge-political nexus with o�cial decision-making bodies, 
and they also maintain certain connections with ASEAN scholars and 
o�cials. Intellectual factors not only attract the attention of policy-
makers but also play a key role in promoting international interactions
among Chinese scholars, thereby becoming a micro-element driving the
development of China-ASEAN relations. �is article focuses on the
involvement of Chinese scholars in the formulation of China-ASEAN
cooperation policies and strategies. It analyzes the impact of institutions
such as the China-ASEAN Joint Expert Group, the China-ASEAN
Eminent Persons Group, and the Network of ASEAN-China Think
Tanks. �e study examines how policy documents, cra�ed with the
participation of these scholars, in�uence China-ASEAN relations.

Ke Yin is PhD Candidate in the School of International Studies, Peking Univer-
sity. Correspondence should be sent to ynka@pku.edu.cn.

* �e author gratefully acknowledges the generous support and invaluable assis-
tance of Senior Fellow Dr. Alan Chong, Professors Zhai Kun, Zhang Yun, Wei
Ling, and Guo Yanjun during the writing of this article.

The C
hinese

 U
nive

rsi
ty 

of
Hon

g K
on

g P
res

s: 
Cop

yr
igh

ted
 M

ate
ria

ls




