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Abstract

�e fear of losing one’s original way of life has triggered an exodus of 
Hongkongers in the early 2020s, who saw Beijing’s increasing crack 
down on civil liberties of its most economic vibrant Special Administra-
tive Region. �e majority of these migrants will leave for the U.K. as the 
British government has o�ered its former colony an easy emigration 
pathway since January 2021. �is article �rst examines the contextual 
and theoretical backdrop of the current reluctant migration in compar-
ison with the other outbound migration that the city witnessed three 
decades ago in fear of its handover to China in 1997. �en, the discus-
sion focuses on the post-migration lives of dozens of Hongkongers who 
have been newly settled in London for 8–12 months during 2021–22. 
Based on participant observation and ethnographic interviews, empir-
ical �ndings reveal the informants’ unique experiences regarding their 
migratory process, livelihood strategies, and nostalgia for Hong Kong. 
�eoretical and political implications of the current case of reluctant 
migration are highlighted.

The
 C

hin
ese

 U
niv

ers
ity

 of
 H

on
g K

on
g P

res
s: C

op
yri

gh
ted

 M
ate

ria
ls




