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While printing with moveable type was first developed in North-
ern Europe, some of the finest examples of early European
printing come from Italy, including this incunabulum of the
Summa theologica of Saint Antoninus of Florence, printed
in Venice in 1479. This was produced in the workshop of
Nicholas Jensen (1420-1480), a French engraver and gold-
smith who was one of the pioneers of printing in Renaissance
Venice, where he developed an Roman typeface based on the
Carolingian script revived by the Renaissance humanists. This
is one of the precursors of familiar modern fonts like Times
New Roman. His edition of Antoninus’ Summa theologica,
however, is printed in his workaday Gothic typeface. The CUHK
Library’s particular copy also shows the continuities between
the ages of manuscript and print. After printing and binding,
the book was sent to a rubricator who added gilded initials,
rubricated headings and elaborated vine stem borders typical
of Italian manuscripts in the Renaissance. All this likely took
place after purchase and at the behest of the book’s owner
(either an individual or institution) who wanted it to appear
like the manuscripts in their collection.

Summa theologica is a theological handbook in four
parts, which takes its name from the more famous book of
the same title by Saint Thomas Aquinas, and was written by
Antoninus of Florence, a fifteenth-century archbishop of the
city-state famed for his learning and efforts to unite the Latin
and Greek Churches at the Council of Ferrara-Florence in
the late 1430s. Indeed, such was his learning and piety that
he would be canonized by the Catholic Church in 1523. In

terms of its content, the volumes of the Summa theologica
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systematically treat a variety of theological and moral
problems, beginning with the nature and faculties of the soul
(part I), before turning to the eight capital vices (part II),
the pitfalls for particular professions and groups (part III),
and finally the cardinal and theological virtues (part IV).
Part III, in particular, has interesting treatments of life and
religion in fifteenth-century Florence, including a fascinating
section on the artists of early Renaissance Florence (111, tit. 8,
sec. 4, cap. 11 de statu mercatorum et artificiorum), whom
he criticizes for painting naked bodies that served only to
titillate viewers.

As an archetypal work of Italian moral theology,
the Summa theologica is a fine example of the Latinate
and learned Christian culture that existed in Italy in the
early modern period and that proved so influential in the
formation of Ricci and the other Italian missionaries who
travelled to China beginning in the sixteenth century. As
the CUHK Library’s oldest incunable, it also underlines
that while printing had a later start in Europe than in
imperial China, it quickly developed and spread across the
continent in the course of the late fifteenth century. This was
a technological and economic change that would facilitate
the rapid spread of knowledge in a vast array of domains,
including information about Asia and China, which in this
period would become directly linked to Europe for the first

time.
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Philonos loudaiou Exegetika syngrammata eis ta
t{ou] Mouseos kosmopoietika, bi[st|orika, k[ai] no-
mothetika = Philonis ludaei Opera exegetica in
libros Mosis, De mundi opificio, historicos, & legales

Philo, of Alexandria
Coloniae Allobrogum: Excudebat Petrus de la Rouiere, [1613]
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36 6w JEE VG 1Y)

H R LR A 2E
Coloniae Allobrogum: Excudebat Petrus de la
Rouiere, [1613]

EH{E R 1 [12], 904, [24] H 5 35447 »

This impressive bilingual Greek-Latin volume printed in
Cologne in Germany contains a number of works by the
Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria who lived in Roman
Egypt in the first century CE. While not a Christian, his
attempts to align Greco-Roman philosophy with Judaism
were foundational for later attempts at creating a Christian
synthesis. The works collected here include an important
commentary on the law of Moses, as well as six minor
works. The commentary argues, among many other things,
that the law of Moses was founded on principles articulated
by God in the moment of Creation, and so was entirely in
keeping with nature at the most fundamental level. This
was an argument directed at non-Jews, and in particular to
Romans who accepted the idea of natural law (ius naturale)
as expressed in both law and Stoic philosophy. The texts in
this 1613 edition are presented in the original Greek with
elegant Latin translations by the French humanist Adrianus
Turnebus (1512-1565) and the Augsburg librarian David
Hoeschel (1556-1617). As a scholar’s edition, the book is
introduced by a finely engraved bilingual title page, a letter
to the reader, and other prefatory material.

The particular value of this volume is two-fold. First,
it shows the sophistication of typeface casting in early
modern Europe. Not only were fine typefaces created for
the Roman alphabet, but other alphabets, such as Greek
(as is the case here), Syriac, Arabic, and others, were also

considered worthy of typefaces in order to serve the needs of
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the orientalist and missionary book markets. Rome, Venice,
and Leiden were home to particularly fine sets of typefaces,
with the technology at times spilling out into minor centres
and even beyond Europe, including Portuguese India where
a Tamil typeface was developed. Second, the volume shows
the interest in biblical history among scholars in early
modern Europe who tried to build up a vision of the past
on the basis of both secular and religious texts, which they
believed must be harmonized to create a truly universal
Christian history. This was the providential scholarly mode
that Jesuit scholars like Martino Martini would bring to
bear on Chinese history, which they sought to integrate into

this larger vision.
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