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FOREWORD  Song Yongyi

Following the publication of the Chinese Cultural Revolution
Database (1966—1976), China’s Anti-Rightist Campaign
Database (1957— ) represents yet another effort on the part
of a group of scholars both inside and outside China to
preserve both the truth of contemporary Chinese history
and the collective memory of the Chinese people.

The Anti-Rightist Campaign in 1957 was a nation-
wide mass political campaign launched by the Chinese
Communist Party and its leader Mao Zedong after the
founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949. This
campaign affected people from every walk of Chinese
society, especially the intellectuals. Regardless of whether
or not it had anything to do with Mao Zedong’s “open
conspiracy” against the intellectuals, the Anti-Rightist
Campaign began with a historically significant event: Ming-
Fang or the government’s encouragement of people to freely
air their views. However, the campaign ended tragically with
massive persecutions of Chinese intellectuals....

Considering the enormous quantity of information
we are dealing in this project, hundreds of print volumes
would be necessary if traditional printing mechanism
were to be used. However, modern technology has made
it possible to compress all the information into a tiny disc
with multiple search capabilities. It can be said, therefore,
that it was through the use of modern computer technology
that a “1957 Anti-Rightist Campaign Museum” with both
research and archival significance has been made possible.
We hope to create in the next ten to twenty years a series
of databases that focuses on contemporary Chinese history,
especially the history of political movements. This series
will cover documents on such historical events as the Land
Reform, the Campaign to Suppress Counterrevolutionaries,
the Ideological Reform Campaign, Agricultural Collec-
tivization, the Great Leap Forward, the Great Famine, and
the Four Clean-ups Campaign. By doing this, we hope to
contribute to the cause of revealing the historical truth of
contemporary Chinese history and preserving the collective

memory of our people.
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Comments from Scholars

“With painstaking efforts and out of a tremendous sense
of responsibility for history, Song Yongyi, Ding Shu and
their fellow scholars from inside and outside China have
published, over the past ten years, both the first and second
editions of 7he Chinese Cultural Revolution Database, 1966—
1976. 1In so doing, they have laid a foundation stone for
research on both the Cultural Revolution and contemporary
Chinese history. Now, their China’s Anti-Rightist Database
1957 has also been successfully completed and published.
The debut of this project has resulted in the availability of
yet another highly significant database for the study of the
rather complex contemporary Chinese history. I eagerly
await the publication of their entire database series entitled
The Database for the History of Contemporary Chinese Political
Movements, 1949—.This foundational undertaking of
unprecedented historical and academic significance will serve
to both provide researchers with rich, comprehensive and
systematic archival sources and contribute im-measurably
to the preservation of the collective memory of our nation’s

history.” ‘
Xu Youyu %A it , Professor

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
China

“This database is a unique and significant contribution
to promoting good scholarship that will lead to solid
knowledge undermining the ‘official story’ of the Mao
years in China. It should go a long way toward clarifying
the cruel and negative impact of the Anti-Rightist
Campaign in shaping China’s subsequent political
destiny.”

Edward Friedman, Professor,

University of Wisconsin at Madison,
USA

In the series “The Database for the
History of Contemporary
Chinese Political Movements, 1949-"

1. The Chinese Cultural Revolution Database (1966—1976),
published in 2002-20006, including comprehensive
sources on Chinese political movements between
1965-1985.

2. The Chinese Anti-Rightist Campaign Database (1957-),
published in May 2010, covering sources on Chinese
political movements between 1955-1958.

3. The Chinese Great Leap Forward Great Famine Databases
(1958—1964), estimated publication time 2014,
covering sources on all the political and economic
turmoil during this period of time. (forthcoming)

4. The early-mid 1950s Chinese Political Movements
Databases, estimated publication time 2018, covering
sources on the Land Reform, the Thought Reform, and
the Three Socialist Transformation. (forthcoming)
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* Original documents including CCP notices, instructions,
proclamations, speeches and major media commentaries with

detailed citations;

* First hand sources to tally 50,000,000 words with nearly
40% increasing and collating compared with its CD-ROM
edition in 2002, and online edition in 2006;

* Newly added two Parts, “VIII. Miscellaneous Cultural
Revolution Chronicles” and “VIIII. Special Archives:
Self-Examinations, Confessions, Appeals, Guilty Pleas,
Testaments/Suicide Notes and etc. during the Cultural

Revolution;”

* Fully retrievable search-engine in both Chinese and English
by “author,” “subjects,” “title,” “dates,” “keywords” and

“place” (new function);

* New materials will be added monthly and the interface will

be improved yearly for online version;

* IP address recognition, unlimited access throughout your
campus and remote log-in function for online version.
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