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Abstract

It has been argued that Shanghai Chinese has a smaller tonal domain than
other Chinese dialects including Standard Chinese, Xiamen, and Taiwanese.
The difference has been analyzed by setting an edge parameter (Selkirk and
Shen 1990) or by ranking edge-alignment constraints (cf. Truckenbrodt 1999)
at the syntax-phonology interface. Unlike these analyses, this paper argues that
differences between tonal domains derive from different phonological settings
for maintaining Structure Preservation in strong positions, which are defined as
the most embedded parts of syntactic constituent structure (cf. Cinque 1993). We
claim that Shanghai puts complement in a different tonal domain (in which Tone
Deletion suppresses tones following the first contour tone) from head, in order to
preserve the citation tone of complement in the strong position. In contrast, tone
sandhi rules in other dialects change all the tones except the final tone in a domain;
the tone of complement in the strong position is kept intact even when head and
complement are in the same domain. This renders both the edge parameter and the
ranking of edge-based constraints unnecessary. Thus, tone in Chinese ensures the
universal validity of Structure Preservation in strong positions, which has been
widely attested in cross-linguistic research.
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