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Abstract

This paper argues that Fragment Question (FQ) with linguistic antecedent in
Chinese can be analyzed as Fragment Answer (FA) in English (Merchant 2004)
and in Korean (Yim 2012) by assuming that FQ involves fragment movement and
TP ellipsis. FQ in Chinese is simply composed of a non-adjunct focused constituent
and a final particle ne, used to type FQ as a constituent question. Building on these
facts, we propose that a split CP hypothesis (Cracnenbroeck 2004) and the notion
of the Phase Theory (Chomsky 2000, 2001) can nicely capture the distributions
of FQ. In addition, we argue that no genuine island repair effect is induced by TP
ellipsis in FQ. The phenomenon poses a challenge to the deletion at PF analysis
(Merchant 2001, Fox and Lasnik 2003) but lends support to the deletion in syntax
account (Baltin 2007, 2012). Finally, such a view is further evidenced by the FQs
in affective ba construction, passive bei construction, and structures involving
secondary predicates.
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