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Abstract

The Number + Classifier in Mandarin [Number + Classifier + de + NP] can have
a property reading—describing the property of the NP, or a quantity reading—
expressing the quantity of the entity. The two mainly differ in: (a) de required
in the property construction but optional in the quantity construction, and (b) de
licensing NP-deletion in property, not quantity constructions. These differences
are due to their structures and the derivation of de’s. The [Number + Classifier]
expressions in the property construction are just like other prenominal relative
clauses modifying the NP [[Number + Classifier] . ...+ de+ NP]. De is base-
generated as a head that can license its complement (the modified NP) to be null. In
the quantity reading, the structure should be [Number + [Classifier + NP]], where
Classifier is a head taking the NP as its complement. De is phonologically inserted
—a way to reflect focus-encoding on the quantity via the strategy of phonological
phrasing. As focus can also be encoded by stress or pause, de-insertion does not
always apply (=(a)). When the NP is missing, proper phonological phrasing is
achieved without de. That is, the apparent failure of de licensing NP-deletion in the
quantity construction is actually due to the non-application of de-insertion (=(b)).
As de is not inserted phonologically when the NP is null, NP-deletion should apply
before de-insertion. This ordering follows straightforwardly from the approaches
that derive ellipsis structures via deletion-in-syntax or base-generation of empty
categories. Support for these claims comes from the corresponding data in
Taiwanese, whose tonal behavior reveals a clearer picture.
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