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Abstract

We argue that functional categories, on a par with silent nouns (Kayne 2005), may
exist in silent/unpronounced forms in syntax. Based on modifiers in.the nominal
domains, we provide a diagnostic for such silent projections. Our hypothesis is
evidenced by two apparent NP-modifiers: whole/zheng and same/tong. We show
that they should not be analyzed as modifiers of NP, but modifiers of nominal
functional categories. The former modifier whole/zheng provides evidence that
English, like Chinese, should have a projection of classifier, but unlike Chinese,
such a classifier projection is unpronounced. The latter modifier same/tong
indicates that Chinese can also have a silent definite article. The analysis therefore
supports the hypothesis of uniform syntax.
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