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Abstract

This paper studies preverbal objects in Taiwan Southern Min (TSM), which are
defined as NPs that occur after the subject, before the verb, and are subcategorized
for by the verb. This paper adopts five syntactic tests taken from Rizzi (1997) to
judge the status of preverbal NPs in TSM, topic or focus. First: A topic (but not a
focus) may contain a resumptive pronoun in the comment clause. Second: A topic
does not result in weak crossover effect, yet the focus does. Third: More than one
topic is allowed in one sentence, while the number of the focus is limited to one.
Fourth: Bare quantificational elements cannot be topics, yet they can be a focus.
Fifth: A wh-operator is compatible with a topic, but not with a focus. Three more
factors discussed in the literature on preverbal NPs in Mandarin Chinese are also
considered. First: In a topic construction, the-VP can be questioned, while in a
focus construction, it cannot. Second: A focus can be indefinite but a topic cannot.
Third: The bare NP in the pre-adverbial position functions as a topic and it has
to be specific, while the NP in the post-adverbial, preverbal position serves as a
focus and it can be nonspecific. The test results show that preverbal NPs in TSM
can function as either topic or focus when appropriate contrasts are provided.
Moreover, through tests, this paper further distinguishes focuses from contrastive
topics, which carry intonational stress as focuses do but display features of topics.
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