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Abstract

This paper proposes an analysis of the functional morpheme [/ yi in Late Archaic
Chinese as a high applicative (in the sense of Pylkkanen 2002) located above VP
within vP. The Appl head YI selects a DP argument in its specifier and moves to
v, deriving the order YI-DP-VP. The order in which the verb and object precede
YI-DP is derived by fronting the VP to the edge of the vP phase. This proposal
also challenges the traditional assumption that Y1 is a preposition. Evidence for
this proposal comes primarily from structural asymmetries between YI-DP-VP
and VP-YI-DP orders which would not be accounted for if YI-DP were a PP. For
example, movement of the DP selected by Y1 or of the direct object is only possible
when Y1 precedes the verb. This is accounted for on the proposal that movement of
VP to the outer specifier of vP fills this phase edge and prevents further movement.
Movement of the VP also results in this constituent becoming an island.
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