STUDIES IN CHINESE LINGUISTICS

9) rEumxmi

A Note on Caa in Cantonese and its Grammatical Category

Ben Wai Hoo Au Yeung
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Abstract

On par with the colloquial a grand for “a thousand dollars” in English, there is the
colloquial caa for cin ‘a thousand dollars’ in Cantonese. By means of distributional
properties, cin and caa will be shown as synonyms, but remain nonequivalent.
Finally, caa and other synonyms regarding money-multiples will be syntactically
argued as classifiers.
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