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Abstract

Despite the more than half-century study by numerous linguists on the properties
of the attributive marker de and the structure of the nominal phrase [XP de Y P]
in Mandarin Chinese, a consensus has yet been reached. This work provides a
new perspective to the issues through the investigation of the properties of the
corresponding marker e in Southern Min-Taiwanese. The empirical support is
built on the structural factors determining the occurrence of e and its tone values
in different contexts. The study helps provide answers to (i) how the seemingly
conflicting facts in constituency structures [XP e YP] can be accommodated:
some facts indicate that e forms a unit with the preceding XP but some others
suggest that it forms a constituent with the following YP; and (ii) what principles
determine the tone changes of e. The core of the answers is the observation that
Southern Min-Taiwanese allows the sequence e -e;, indicating that the structure of
[XP e YP] actually can be [[XP ¢ ][e, YP]]. Correspondingly, the structure of the
Mandarin nominal phrase [XP de YP] can also be the result of reduction from two
de’s, thereby resolving the debate on whether Mandarin [XP de YP] should be [[XP
de] YP] or [XP [de YP]].
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