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The Affect and Arousal Scale for Children (AFARS) was administered to
a group of 996 children (aged 9 to 18) from European American (249),
Japanese American (249), Chinese American (249), and Chinese National
(249) ethnic groups, matched on age and gender, to evaluate the cross-
cultural-replicability of the tripartite model of emotions. The factor struc-
ture, ‘internal consistency, and mean differences on the AFARS were
examined. Factor structure and internal consistency appeared similar
among the four matched ethnic groups, with minor differences in factor
loadings and factor correlations. There were no significant mean differ-
ences among the three American groups in the Negative Affect (NA),
Positive Affect (PA), and Physiological Hyperarousal (PH) subscales.
Chinese National children scored significantly lower on the NA and PA
subscales than the three groups of American children. However, there
were no differences in reported levels of PH among the four groups.
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Findings indicate the cross-cultural applicability of the tripartite model
as measured by AFARS.
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