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The present study examined the applicability of social beliefs in school-
aged children and investigated factors contributing to the formation of
their views about the world. As an extension of the authors’ previous work
on family dysfunction and. social axioms, they hypothesized a mediation
model to identify personal and interpersonal antecedents for two dimen-
sions of social axioms, namely, social cynicism and reward for applica-
tion. Data on general family functioning were collected from elementary
school studentsin’ Hong Kong. Results of path analysis showed that family
dysfunction prédicted self-esteem and relationship harmony negatively; in
turn, self-esteem predicted social cynicism negatively and relationship
harmony predicted reward for application positively. These findings
confirmed the mediating effect of self-esteem on personal development
and that of relationship harmony on interpersonal development, with both

Correspondence concerning this article should be addressed to Sylvia Chen,
Department of Applied Social Sciences, Hong Kong Polytechnic University,
Hung Hom, Kowloon, Hong Kong S.A.R., China; e-mail: ssxhchen@polyu.
edu.hk.



74 Monet M. T. Wong, Sylvia Xiaohua Chen and Wesley C. H. Wu

leading from the quality of family functioning to different beliefs on the
dimensional profile of a person’s social axioms. The direct effect of family
dysfunction was also significant on the two axioms. Together, these
results support the position that familial influences shape the formation of
a child’s worldview.
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