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A Visual Frame of Contentious Performance:
Chinese Internet Celebrity’s Practical Experience

Zhongxuan LIN

Abstract

Contentious politics research is of vital importance to understand China
during the period of rapid change. The research on contentious performance
from a visual approach is an important research-route emerging in recent years
which attempts to provide a new explanation mechanism for more and more
contentious performances in China. This-fesearch approach is mainly based on
the traditional Western researches-on-Contentious performance, and focuses on
how protestors situated in China’s political opportunity structure perform
protests with Chinese characteristics through visual means of images and
media. This approach has _contributed many valuable case studies, but there are
still not any systematic, operational and analytical frameworks emerged from
these case studies. Based on research methods of ethnographic participant
observation and, in-depth interviews, this article, therefore, uses Ye Haiyan, a
Chinese internet celebrity, as a case study, and focuses on her contentious
practices, to illustrate and interpret the practical logics and political implications
of contentious performance from a visual perspective. This article also proposes
a possible visual framework for future researches on contentious performance.
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