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The “State-Media’ Relationship in China within
the De-Western Context:

The State’s Function’s Disconnection and
Connection on Watchdog Journalism

Bing WANG

Abstract

In the Western context, the media freedom and media’s watchdog function
reveals the binary opposition relationship-between the state and the media, and
firmly oppose the intervention of thé state. In an authoritarian regime such as
China, although the state is regarded“as the dominant controlling force of the
media, it is actively promoting the development of critical reports. The state
undertakes the functiop~of‘\promoters and supporters of critical reports.
Therefore, the relationship/between the “state” and the media is not a simple
opposition, which.presénts a more complex and tortuous relationship. This
study aims to explore how the function of China’s “state” in the context of the
West goes to the’ critical report. In this study, it is found that the relationship
between the state and the media, which is reflected in the critical reports in the
Chinese context, is a kind of coordination, promotion and control. Behind this
relationship, the function of the state is changing in the process of promoting
and controlling critical reports, and the change of this kind of function presents
a kind of dynamic process of “rupture and continuity.” The change of the
function of the country depends on the change of the attitude of the country in
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different historical periods, whether the media is preferred “state expression”
and “social expression.”

Keywords: de-Western context, the function of the state, watchdog journalism, state
expression, social expression
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