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Abstract

This study discusses the fragmented ecology of Chinese journalists in the
technology transformation, the role of the state.plays in it, and the interaction
among the state and different segments of journalists. The findings come from
69 in-depth interviews with journalists, journalists’ self-reports, and relevant
state policy materials, drawing on Abbotf’s jurisdictional conflicts theory and
ecological perspective. Chinese journalists are not homogeneous. It is a
profession including different “segments” divided by technological and political
logics. The state employs partition management toward different “emerging
groups” of journalists appeared in the technological transformation. This study
focuses on three major segments: journalists in traditional media, journalists in
internet giants, Aand their counterparts in news startups brought by the
development ,0f. mobile communication technologies. No doubt technology
made nature. cracks among journalists, but collaboration and migration among
three tribes“may bring professionalism to different technological platforms.
However, the partition management from the state, via three channels:
licensure, media affiliation, and economic support, has shaped different
strategies taking by different journalist segments in jurisdictional conflicts,
further deepening the gaps across different segments. The influence of the state
becomes the logic behind Chinese journalists’ fragmentation in the
technological transformation process.
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