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Editor’s Notes

Mobile Media, Mobile People

Francis L. F. LEE

Abstract

The advancement of global communication technologies, which allow
people to communicate across long distance without physical travelling, has
paradoxically contributed to higher and higher levels of physical mobility in
social life. People are constantly “on the move.” This has driven some
sociologists to call for a new mobilities paradigm in social research. As
communication researchers shifted attention from the mass communication
system to mobile devices and the Internet of things, there is a need for scholars
to pay closer attention on how the movement of people in physical space and
various communication technologies are intertwined to configuration
contemporary social life. This special issue features seven articles addressing the
relationship between “media on the move” and “people on the move” from
various angles and interrogate into how mobilities influence interpersonal
relationships, labor conditions, and leisure activities. The aim of the special
issue is to put the problematic “mobilities” under the spotlight and stimulate
scholarly interests in it.
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