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Research Article

Politics of Knowledge:
A Study of Wukan Incident in Search Engines

Hui FANG

Abstract

Search engines had surpassed traditional media for the first time to become
the most-trusted media source globally that has been a critical tool for users to
sense the wider world. Focused on the core issue of knowledge production in the
search engines, this paper explores the implication of search engines based on
content analysis and discursive analysis on a meaningful public event—Wukan
Incident in Baidu and Google. Two questions are raised in this paper: firstly,
whether could search engines offer accurate and highly relevant knowledge?
Secondly, what kind of interpretative frame implied by search engines? This
study argues that although the search engine provides users with seemingly
accurate and diverse knowledge and information, their discourse is still highly
structured and consistent with its economic, political and cultural milieu. Note
that, under the veil of democratization of knowledge, interference of economy
and politics imposing on knowledge is becoming more and more covert and
insidious.

Keywords: search engines, knowledge, Baidu, Google, Wukan Incident

Citation of this article: Fang, H. (2018). Politics of knowledge: A study of
Wukan incident in search engines. Communication & Society, 45, 145-169.

Hui FANG (Lecturer). School of Journalism and Communication, Jinan University.
Research interests: media technology and knowledge production, intellectual history
of Communication.





