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Coming to Terms with the Past and Future:
How Research Helps

Shuhua ZHOU

Abstract

The best research always revolves around theory, whether it is toward
theory building or about theory testing. However, with today’s ever changing
media landscape, one has to wrestle between. the old and the new: assumptions
may have changed and circumstances mniay be entirely different. Papers in this
issue are almost without exception refiecting this reality: testing established
theories with a new set of variables or proposing new concepts befitting a new
situation. As a result, we have on the one hand rumination on agenda setting,
opinion leaders in social media, political efficacy and news exposure, rhetorical
strategies in times of crisis, and political gaffes in elections. On the other, we
are also treated to provoking concepts such as virtual social support, political
economy of communication, and cosmopolitanism. This issue serves as a
testament that research helps to crystalize the utilities of old and new theories
and it ultimately advances our knowledge.
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