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Consumption of Political News and
Political Participation: A Comparative Study
of College Students and Their Parents

Yi LIU, Xiaoming HAO

Abstract

Through a questionnaire survey of 209 college students and their parents,
this study examined the relationships. among political news consumption,
internal political efficacy, endorsément of political system and political
participation. The findings show that for the children, political news
consumption is positively related to internal political efficacy, endorsement of
the political system and political participation. Internal political efficacy is
positively related to political participation, but not significantly related to
endorsement of thepolitical system, and endorsement of the political system is
not significantly related to political participation. For the parents, political news
consumption is positively correlated with internal political efficacy and
endorsement of the political system, but not significantly related to political
participation. Internal political efficacy is positively related to endorsement of
the political system and political participation, while endorsement of the
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political system is not significantly related to political participation. This study
also shows that for both the children and parent groups, political news
consumption has a significant indirect effect on political participation.
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