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The Official Discursive Strategies toward
Taiwan Sunflower Student Movement in 2014

Yen-Yuan NI

Abstract

This study attempts to investigate the official. discursive strategies of the
President and the Ministry of Economic Affairs (MOEA) respond to the student
movement group’s criticism during the Taiwan_Sunflower Student Movement in
March 2014. One sample selected in this study is the official press conference
script released by President Ma Ying-jeou, which is compared with the response
letter the student movement group later released; the other is the propaganda
and press conference script released by the MOEA, which is intended to refute
the discourse made by the ‘opponents against the Cross-Strait Agreement on
Trade in Services (CSATS). Through the approaches of simple word frequency
analysis and the critical discourse analysis suggested by Ruth Wodak, this
research examine the self-reference, calls for identity, the construction of the
other, the ideologies manipulation, frame setting and other operations from
relevant texts. The findings show a sharp contrast between President Ma Ying-
jeou and the student movement group’s discursive strategies, both statements
having no intention to engage in dialogue but choosing to reach out to the
general public. However, as far as their discursive strategies are concerned,
President Ma Ying-jeou stressed the “Taiwan must not be marginalized”
discourse from the perspective of globalization, while the student movement
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group emphasized the discursive strategy of “decision-making is inside the
black box” from the perspective of democratic procedure; as for the MOEA’s
discursive strategy, the focus lied in refuting the discourse of the opponents
against CSATS, attempting to prove their claims being mere lies. Despite the
MOEA’s attempt to cite factual proof to argue the claims of the opponents
against CSATS being absurd mistakes, within the framing strategy, the
replication of the framework of the opponents against CSATS diluted the
potency of the persuasion the MOEA had originally anticipated.
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