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Research Article

What Technological Controversies Do You Sing?
The Implications for Democratization of the
Science Knowledge Communicated by Taiwan’s
Anti-Nuke Movement Singers

Chun-Ju HUANG

Abstract

In recent decades, an increasing number of cultural workers and artists
have joined social movements centered”on technological controversies to
inspire the participants’ enthusiasm< Cultural performance not only motivates
the public’s concern about social events but also plays the role of a “boundary
object” to improve the public’s discussions about related issues. These
phenomena are investigated in a case study of the anti-nuke movement in
Taiwan. The data were collected in-depth interviews with singers, participant
observations, lyrics, vand video archives. The process by which the singers
participated in the movement was analyzed, and the democratized science
knowledge they possessed was categorized. The categories of democratized
science knowledge included political skepticism, risk probability, life
philosophy, reflections about technological development, and division of labor.
The results showed that the reasons that the singers participated in the
movement included long-term concerns about the social movement, the
stimulation of the context of the event, and friendship networks. These results
indicate that if the cultural performance in a social movement centered on
technological controversy involved predictable knowledge, negotiable

Chun-Ju Huang (Professor). Center of General Education, National Chung Cheng
University. Research interests: science communication, public understanding of
science, science in pop culture.



Copyrighted material of: School of Journalism and Communication, The Chinese University of Hong Kong;
School of Communication, Hong Kong Baptist University (2017). Published by: The Chinese University Press.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

The Implications for Democratization of the Science Knowledge

knowledge, and expandable knowledge, the democratization of science
knowledge would be enhanced and socially robust knowledge could be
constructed in a proactive and positive manner.
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