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News Media as the Public Monitor
in a Large-scale Protest Campaign:
The Case of Hong Kong’s Umbrella Movement
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Abstract

This article articulates the notion of “partially censored public monitor” to
explicate the role and influence of the mainstream news media during large-
scale protest campaigns. The mainstream media are agents of social control. In
Hong Kong, political transformaticn- also led to the problem of media self-
censorship. But on the other hand, factors such as the internal diversity of the
media system and journalistic” professionalism have stopped the media from
becoming mere servants cf the powerful. This article uses a notorious incident
of police violence during the Umbrella Movement as a case study. The analysis
shows that public trust in the police immediately declined after the news of the
incident broke wut. This illustrates the public monitor function of the media.
But at the same time, many mainstream news media did try to undermine the
significance of the incident, and there is indeed a positive relationship between
trust in police and mainstream media consumption at the individual level. On
the whole, this article explicates how the mainstream media’s public monitor
function can be exercised even under the condition of partial censorship.
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